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Thus his dictatorship became actually a rule of the
Communist Party, headed by him.

When Stalin came into power, however, after
Lenin's death, this order was immediately changed
by the central fact that, just as Lenin had predicted,
Stalin, driven by his intense personal ambition and
lust for power, would not tolerate interference with
his own plans, even from party members. Within
the party, as without, he depended upon ruthless
force to carry out his designs.

He established a most complete espionage system
within the party itself, in order to get rid of any
opposition or dissenters from his ideas. More and
more he found it necessary to use this espionage
system and to institute chistkas, or purges, to re-
move dissenters from the party. These purges went
so far as to bring about, at his order, the exile to
Siberia, and even the execution, not only of great
numbers of the Communist Party members, but
even of some of its most important builders and
leaders. This process was climaxed in the execution
of Zinovyev, Kaminev, and the other fourteen com-
munist leaders in the summer of 1936.

Lacking Lenin's intense magnetism and genius
for leadership, he could maintain his position only
by his ruthlessness and by filling the party with